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� Ninety-Nines and friends, 
Well ladies we did it. Today is the last day of preparation for the Section Meeting and we made it this far. There 
comes a time when you can no longer prepare, you have to sit back and trust you did enough of the right things 
and that it will all fall into place. We have to remember that if it doesn’t go as planned, we are the only ones that 
know and our guests will still enjoy their visit.  
 
Thank each one of you who have taken our commitment seriously and put in a lot of your time, energy, passion 
and heart into making this a wonderful fun and memorable event. We did ourselves proud and now it’s time to 
enjoy the fruit of our labors.  
 
Please take advantage of the next two chapter meetings to do just that. We have designed May and June to be 
a little more fun and relaxing and social.  
 
When the last 99 rotates out of Glendale and the last bundle is hauled into the house from my car I will sit down 
and reflect on the weekend, until then I will see you all there with hugs and smiles and a big atta girl for each 
one of you. 
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Come celebrate another successful Section Meeting in the bag at the May Chapter Meeting. We’ll expedite the 
business and ballot counting then share stories and photos from the Meeting. Return borrowed items, hand over 
extras and what ever else needed to tie up loose ends. 
  
May 13th. At the newly opened ‘Toby Keith’s, I Love This Bar’ in the Riverview Mall in Mesa. 1065 N Dobson Rd. 
480-844-8629 Check out menu at http://tobykeithusa.com   
Back to our regular meeting times; 6pm-dinner and 7pm meeting.  
Directions: From 202 exit Dobson south, just east of 101. Turn left onto Bass Pro Dr. Left onto Mesa Riverview Dr. 
First right (not the parking area) turn right. Right under the Mesa Riverview arch, Toby’s on left, lots of parking at 
rear entrance also. We are reserved on the non smoking deck. 
 
June Sat. 27th Chapter Luncheon, 11-2. Shelbey has opened her home and pool for our June Luncheon. We will 
have our traditional new Board announcements and as always our precious 49 1/2s are whole heartily welcomed.  
We worked our fannies off for this Section Meeting and I think we deserve to kick back and enjoy the spoils of our 
beautiful Arizona. See details on page 2. 
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���  Thank you for your dedication. 
�����
Marcia Balestrino  4 yrs Shauna Schermerhorn 11 yrs Paula Woods  4 yrs 
Marlaette Gentry 23 yrs Stephanie Stewart 15 yrs 
Shelbey Hooker 1 yr Carole Tobey 32 yrs 
 
Note: If there was a break in your membership it is not reflected in your total years.  
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	����  Visit www.phx99s.org to view newsletters. 
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Friday, April 17 was a busy evening for about a dozen Phoenix 99s. We met at my house for a potluck "dinner". Then we 
got down to work. Half of us put together the registration packets and the other half made 16 centerpieces for the banquet 
dinner tables. We also stuffed the goodie bags that every attendee will receive. It was a fun, hectic at times, very 
productive 4 hours. Peggy P. 

�Shelbey and Peggy at chapter meeting 
�

�
����
������ ���
�	��
Chapter Luncheon, Sat June 27th, 11-2. Shelbey has opened her home and pool for our June Luncheon. This will be an 
outdoor-pool, pot- luck lunch. The plan is not have to do any cooking while we are socializing. We’ll need protein, veggies, 
snacks, ice, coolers, sodas, waters, plates, utensils etc. Fill in the blanks and let me know what you plan to bring so I can 
keep it organized. That will count as your RSVP. Any leftovers from the Section Meeting will be available too. Bring a chair 
if you have one.  We will have our traditional new board announcements and as always our precious 49 1/2s are whole 
heartily welcomed.  We worked our fannies off for this Section Meeting and I think we deserve to kick back and enjoy the 
spoils of our beautiful Arizona. Shelbey has a dry household and asks that we respect that.  
DIRECTIONS: 926 N Saint Elena St, Gilbert. From 60 go south on Gilbert to Guadalupe or From 101 go east on 
Guadalupe. Then from the intersection of those two streets, go east on Guadalupe past Lindsay to Val Vista Park Blvd. go 
north to Douglas and then west to St Elena turn right about 4th house on left. If lost call: 480-329-4847  
Don’t forget to carpool! 
RSVPs to Marina 602-538-5069 heligirl@hotmail.com 
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Looking for stories and photos from those who attended the ceremony for Ruby. Don’t keep it a secret, we all want to 
share in the experience. 
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Ginger will take orders for chapter t-shirts. 
Once she has 12 she will place a new order. 
These are the same t-shirts we will be wearing at the Section Meeting and 
subsequent functions. 
 
They are fitted so if you like it loose order 1 size larger or roomy 2 sizes larger. 
The sizes come in S-XXL $14. When they arrive Ginger will have them at chapter 
meetings and events to hand out.  
 
For reference, Ginger is wearing a L in this photo. Marina - XL, Traci and Judy - 
M. To order contact Ginger R 
Ginger R gingerrowley@hotmail.com 
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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
At my age I don’t expect really cool birthday gifts  but yesterday I got the best belated gift ever, a call from 
NASA. To recap the situation, NASA conducted 2nd in terviews with 40 individuals from the original pool  of ~120 
candidates. I went on the first interview but didn’ t make the second…at least I didn’t think so until yesterday. At 
~8am my phone rang. At first I thought it was my mo m because she’s the only person who ever calls me e arly in 
the morning. I didn’t recognize the number so I jus t answered it. When I heard it was Teresa Gomez cal ling from 
NASA I nearly dropped the phone. NASA decided to in vite 7 more individuals for second interviews the w eek of 
April 19th – 26th. Words cannot fully express what this phone call means to me. But, I did do a lot of  jumping up 
and down when I got off the phone. Okay, maybe I st arted jumping while still talking to Mrs. Gomez. 
 
When I look back at the process that has brought me  to this particular point in my life I think of fam ily support 
and the encouragement of colleagues, mentors, teach ers, and friends (like you). I also think about my own 
determination, persistence, and desire to learn and  experience the world around me. I wasn’t sure how people 
would react to me blogging about my adventures. Act ually, I didn’t think anyone would really care abou t what I 
was doing (except for my mom). I now realize how wr ong I was and I want to thank you all for making my  
journey into the cyber world welcoming. Your suppor t and words of encouragement have fueled me to move  
forward and have faith in the direction I am going and the choices I have made. Regardless of the outc ome I 
hope you all keep supporting space exploration and NASA’s missions. I hope to continue to lead by exam ple 
and encourage everyone (young and old) to engage in  lifelong learning and to reach for the 
impossible…because the reality is…anything is possi ble! The candles on the cake prove that theory. 
 
Thanks! 
Sian 
 

    Sian and Gabrielle at chapter meeting 
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Join a fly out every month. 
No prep on your part, just look to see where they are going, kick the tires and light the fires.�
)���
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Find the monthly fly-outs at http://www.flyprescott.com/clubcalendar.html choose ‘look for more’ to see the whole year. 
Usually a 11am met up time but check web site to verify meet up location. 
Net two fly outs: 
Saturday, May 9 Fly-Out to Winslow 
Saturday, June 13 Fly-Out to Payson 
ANY 99 who has gone on these I’d like to hear how it went.  
Marina 
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All right, it’s show time ladies. 
For those who have worked to make this happen and those who have registered, thank you and I’ll see you there. 
Start the weekend Thursday night with the PJ Party, sit relax and enjoy the next phase of the meeting.  
Start Friday bright and early with breakfast and the Jerome tour.  
The fly market, silent auction and hospitality suite will be available. 
Finish the day in the fun, casual atmosphere of the pool for a yummy dinner and social time. Don’t miss our chapters 
induction of our beloved 49 1/2s, we wouldn’t want to do this without them. 
We have the pool area until 11pm, so you know where you will find me.  
Saturday starts realy early for those adventurers who took the hot air balloon tour, wow, they are gonna love AZ in the 
a.m.  
After the rest of us sleep in and have breakfast at the hotel, catch the bus to the stadium and the business meeting. 
Jump aboard for a desert tour before our banquet, wear your sun screen, The sun is sneaky. We have two seminars for 
your educational pleasure, survival and aviation medical. Maureen is also going to teach a technology class for those who 
would like a friendly intro or a great refresher to the 99s and the internet. 
Don’t forget the fly market and silent auction too, it closes in time for the banquet and you don’t want to miss out on a steal 
of a lifetime.  
Primp a little and catch the bus back to the stadium for the luscious dinner and comedian Captain Tom. 
Sunday, before you leave for the day stop by the hospitality suite one more time for a snack bag for the road. Not sure 
what we’ll have left over but I don’t want to bring it home�  
There is so much going on I’m sure I missed something so be sure to take a look at the schedule and highlight the must 
see items. 
Marina 
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Just announced and available on the International Website and our own website is the proposals to be voted on in 
Chicago. When you have a chance, please take a read and think about your vote. Ask questions, get on the 99 E –
Network and talk it out, make sure you know what we are voting on and lets make a difference. Take charge of our 
wonderful organization. It’s only as great as we make it!  
www.ninety-nines.org 
www.phx99s.org 
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The Phoenix Chapter offers two scholarships annually. 
One for a primary student and one for an advanced rating or certificate. 
Our new deadline, March 1st. Check out the application on line at www.phx99s.org.  
Contact Dee H with your questions. 
 

  Ruth F. and Dee H. at chapter meeting 
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SW Section applicants did well this year. Current news: 
 
TO: Paula Harris 
Redwood Coast Flyers Chapter 
Southwest Section 
Dear Paula: 
The 99s Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Fund Trustees 
are extremely pleased to inform you that you have won a 2009 
New Pilot Award. 
 
 Joy Parker Blackwood 
AEMSF Chairman 
 
Congratulations Paula H of Redwood Coast Chapter! 

The following nine SW Section members are 
finalists. They announce the winners by May 1st 
so who knows, we may get some great news 
during he Section Meeting! 
Lisa Erickson 
Laura Del Favero 
Leslie Fink 
Mary Guest 
Traci Leider 
Kelly Ann O'Dea 
Elizabeth Sommers 
Kathleen Veatch 
Anastasia Vournas 
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2����� %2������	���� Watch your mail boxes for the chapter election ballot and chapter dues request.��
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)�������2�,��	��/0� Please welcome our newest FWP Lynn Mehrtens of Peoria. Also welcome new to 
Phoenix is 99s Member from The Maryland Chapter, Catherine Hanson of Avondale. I think our regional map just 
changed ladies. 
  
Please note: Once you transfer to PHX or earn your PVT, please update with International. Membership Chair Traci is not 
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Remember to mark your calendars for 2009 Aviation C amp!  This year camp is more special 
than ever.  Along with our regular program, we will  hold a concurrent session for girls 
who want come to camp for a second year.  For retur ning girls we will take a more in-
depth look at weather and flight planning with a vi sit to Lockheed-Martin Flight 
Services.  We are also making plans with ERAU to ex pand our flying and air traffic 
control experiences to a more advanced level.   
 
This program expansion means we will need even more  volunteers to help during the week 
of camp.  Please call or drop me an email and let m e know your availability.  One day, 
two days or all week, whatever works for YOU. 
 
Allow me to share with all of you a message we rece ived from one of our Girl Scout 
Campers just last week… 
“Hi my name is Angela Potts (aka Wrench) and I went  to this program 
for a couple years.  It was GREAT!!! This program w as so inspirational that 
in the fall I am going to be attending ASU east at the polytechnic campus 
for the flight degree program. I just wanted to tha nk you guys so much for 
inspiring me to do great things for the rest of my life.” 
 
You can make the difference in a young woman’s life .  Volunteer today for Discover 
Aviation Camp in Prescott, June 14-19, 2009.  
 
Stacy Howard, Discover Aviation Chairman 
480-987-9165 
stacykhoward@msn.com 

 

Girls Can Fly 2008 
Deer Valley 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

��	�������������	����

  

  

  

�
��#���
���#����#���3�
	,��#	����	�4 �
February was a busy month for us women pilots, especially is your spinny thing is over head like Shelbey’s  
 
First she went to HAI’s HeliExpo and then the next weekend to WAI’s Conference. I saw Sheleby at HAI as well as 
several other 99s. One in particular, Nicole from Orange County, created a booth for the 99s to attract the women pilot 
attending HAI. I roomed with Kate W., who I am now working with and we will certainly have photos and stories to follow.  
 
Shelbey said “Overall WAI conference was on of the best experiences I have had and I don't plan on missing any of 
them in the future. I made so many great friends, contacts and met some of my heroes/she-roes. I was so inspired by 
the woman I was surrounded by for the weekend.” 
 
Once you make that first step and attend a conference, no matter which one it is; Section, International, HAI, WAI or 
others, you will find a new dimension to your aviation life. They are so much fun and there are so many women who will 
in short order become trusted close life long friends. 

Shelbey with WG president 
Jeep W. and 99s President 
Susan L. at WAI 2009 

Marina S. and Bay Cities 99 
Kate W. at HAI 2009 

Shelbey H. and Gabrielle P, 
at Falcon Field’s Aviation 
Appreciation Day 2009 



 
 
 
 

E-MAIL: STORIES AND 
INFO BY 20TH 

heligirl@hotmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.phx99s.org 

 
 

  

  

  


